The following list includes many terms used to describe the elements or
parts of literature. This information will help you discuss and write about the
novels, poetry, essays, and other literary works you read.

Action: Everything that happens in a
story '
Antagonist: The person or force that
works against the hero of the story
(See protagonist.)
Character: A person or an animal in a
story
Characterization: The way in which a
writer develops a character, making
him or her seem believable
Here are three methods:
o Sharing the character’s thoughts,
actions, and dialogue :
@ Describing his or her appearance
® Revealing what others in the story
think or say about this character

Conflict: A problem or clash between

two forces in a story

There are five basic conflicts:

e Person Against Person A problem
between charac ters

e Person Against Himself or
Herself A problem within a
character’s own mind

e Person Against Society A
problem between a character and
society, the law, or some tradition

e Person Against Nature A problem
with some element of nature, such
as a blizzard or a hurricane

e Person Against Destiny A
-problem or struggle that appears
to be beyond a character’s control

Dialogue: The words spoken between
two or more characters

Foil: The character who acts as a vil-
lain or challenges the main character

Mood: The feeling or emotion a piece
of literature or writing creates in a
reader

Moral: The lesson a story teaches

Narrator. The person or character who
actually tells the story, giving back-
ground information and filling in
details between portions of dialogue

Plot: The action that makes up the
story, following a plan called the plot
line

Plot Line: The planned action or series
of events in a story (The basic parts
of the plot line are the beginning, the

rising action, the high point, and the

ending.)
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o The beginning introduces the
characters and the setting.

e The rising action adds a conflict—
a problem for the characters.

e The high point is the moment
when the conflict is strongest.

e The ending tells how the main
characters have changed.
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